The operation for fistula is a very simple one, and may be readily undertaken by the general practitioner; and yet, unless properly performed with thorough attention to detail, it will not only certainly fail but will leave the patient in a worse condition than before.
In the case of blind internal fistula the opening is discovered by the finger in the rectum, a curved probe is passed into it and as far as possible towards the skin, when it is cut down on with a scalpel, thus converting the condition into complete fistula, when the further treatment will be as has been already described.
After the operation the bowels should be kept confined for three or four days, especially where the complete operation has been performed. The wound should be dressed twice daily, and the greatest care taken to plug down to the bottom of the wound in order to ensure sound healing from the base.
